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MINUTES OF THE WARTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 4" November 2025 in the Village Hall Warton.

PRESENT: Councillors Barkley, Hayhurst, Hilling, Muckle, Senior and Mrs Simmonds.

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr J W Ball — Clerk to the Parish Council and District Councillor
Mrs S Tyndesley.

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE MEETING: In the absence of Councillor
Mrs Cody, Councillor Mrs Simmonds was appointed as Chairman for the meeting.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Apologies for absence were received and accepted from
Councillors Mrs Cody and Councillor Lee and County Councillor Dalton.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST: No declarations of interest were made in relation to agenda
items for the meeting.

25.180. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the
meeting held on the 7" October 2025, having been previously circulated, be accepted as a
true and accurate record of proceedings at the meeting and be signed as such by the
Chairman.

25.181. REPORT FROM THE CLERK CONCERNING MATTERS IN PROGRESS NOT
ALREADY COVERED BY OTHER ITEMS ON THE AGENDA: The clerk reported that: i.
Wreaths for remembrance services at Carnforth and Warton had been purchased at a cost
of £40 (2x£20).

ii. New clerks and councillor training would be available on Tuesdays 25" November and 13"
January 2026 from 19.00 to 21.00 at the LALC Premises in Preston.

iii. Lancashire County Council My Services Account had been activated.

iv. Lancaster City Council Local Plan Review Consultation Event will be held in Warton
Village Hall on Wednesday 19" November 2025 from 4.00pm to 7.00pm.

v. An objection to Planning Application 25/01063/FUL- Erection of 8 dwellings with
associated parking, vehicular and pedestrian access, drainage and landscaping had been
lodged with Lancaster City Council Planning Control.

vi. The information request by James Hodgkinson — Adam Smith Organisation had been
provided.

Other items had been notified to Members as received.

The clerk was thanked for his report.

THE CHAIRMAN ADJOURNED THE MEETING FOR A PERIOD OF PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION:

No items were raised by members of the pubilic.
THE CHAIRMAN RECONVENED THE MEETING

25.182. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR GRAHAM DALTON: County Councillor
Dalton was unable to attend the meeting and a report was not available.

County Councillor Dalton was thanked for his continued support.
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25.183: REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR MRS S TYLDESLEY: District Councillor
Mrs Tyldesley reported that i. The new recycling bins replacing existing boxes will be
distributed to premises throughout Warton and Millhead during December 2025.

ii. Consultation on Lancaster City Council scheduled for Wednesday 19" November 2025
was an important opportunity for residents to gain knowledge and influence the plan and
should if possible attend the session to be held in the Village Hall Warton.

iii. To date no agreement had been reached by District Councillors on proposals for local
Government Reorganisation. A vote on the proposals was scheduled for December 2025.

District Councillor Mrs Tyldesley was thanked for her report and continued support.

25.184. STANDING ORDER 25: The clerk reported that no decisions involving Standing
Order 25 review by members had been taken since the last meeting of the parish council.

25.185. PLANNING MATTERS: a) No planning applications had been submitted for
consideration since the last meeting of the parish council.

b) Members noted the current status of planning applications reviewed by members at
previous meetings of the parish council as follows:

24/00948/VCN — Reviewed 1% October 2024 Meeting — Awaiting Decision

25/00512/FUL — Reviewed 1° July 2025 Meeting — Awaiting Decision

25/0885/FUL — Reviewed 2™ September 2025 Meeting — Awaiting Decision

25/00888/FUL — Reviewed 2™ September 2025 Meeting — Awaiting Decision (Resubmitted)
25/00948/VCN — Reviewed 2™ September 2025 Meeting — Application Permitted
25/0186/TCA — Reviewed 7" October 2025 meeting — Application Permitted

25/01063/FUL — Reviewed 7" October 2025 Meeting — Awaiting Decision

25.186. FINANCE: a) Members noted the financial summary for October 2025 as follows:
Opening Balance — All Accounts
Current Account 18028.22
Village Improvement Account 12847.66

Investment Account 8058.47
E & R Wilson Fund Account 2640.42 41574.77

Opening Balance - Current Account 18028.22

Receipts NIL
18028.22

Payments

06.10.25 J W Ball — Salary 490.86

07.10.25 T Oliver — Toilet Work — September 135.00

07.10.25 C Lee — Signs 510.00

07.10.25 Heartbeat Trust — Defib. Batteries 270.00

07.10.25 Elan City Ltd — Speed Sign Batteries 191.90

07.10.25 Open Spaces Society - Membership 45.00

07.10.25 J W Ball — Council Admin Costs April 25 to Sept 25 570.03

07.10.25 PKF Littlejohn — Audit Fee 378.00

07.10.25 Old School Brewery — Refreshments 66.10

10.10.25 Npower — Toilet Electricity 56.22
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13.10.25 Virgin Money — Bank Charges 8.80 2721.91
15306.31
Closing Balance Current Account 15306 .31

Closing Balances All Accounts

Current Account 15306.31
Village Improvement Account 12847.66
Investment Account 8058.47

E&R Wilson Fund Account 2640.42 38852.86

b) Members authorised and signed cheques for the following payments:-

Thomas Oliver — Toilet Work October- £137.50 — 2437

British Legion Poppy Appeal — 2 Wreaths - £40 — 2438

Lancaster City Council — Arnside & Silverdale National Landscape Support Payment -£1000
— 2439

c) 2025/2026 Budget Funding

Members discussed the funding required for the to Small Quarry Wood Project and agreed
that no further funding in addition to the £4500 already allocated from the Village
Improvement Account was necessary at present.

25.187. LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MICRO WOOD INITIATIVE: The clerk reported
that the application for funding was being processed.

25.188. REPAIRS TO THE WEIR CAROUSEL: The clerk reported that the inspection of the
carousel by HAGS personnel was awaited.

25.189. WEIR PLAYGROUND SAFETY REPORT & RISK ASSESSMENT: Members
discussed the potential safety brisk from the damaged stone seat and agreed that Councillor
Lee be asked to inspect the seat with a view to either replace the damaged seat with a
recycled plastic or wood structure or replace the complete table and bench with a recycled
plastic picnic table unit.

25.190. MAIN STREET PUBLIC TOILETS: Members discussed the possible future lease
arrangements between the George Washington Hotel and Lancaster City Council and
requested District Councillor Mrs Tyldesley to investigate possible City Council views.

25.191. SMALL QUARRY WOOD DEVELOPMENT: Councillor Mrs Simmonds reported that
a site meeting had been held with Lucy Baron and Duggie Watson with a positive outcome
resulting. Agreed that applications for funding through the Woodland Management Grant
and Farming and Protected Landscape Grants were permissible as the project qualified for
financial help as it could be considered under the Woodland Management Plan. Members
agreed that no further work be carried out in the Wood until clarification of grant availability
was confirmed. Some concerns about the continued availability of the Farming and
Protected Landscape Grant after the current funding round was completed needed to be
assessed via Lancaster City Council website.

25.192. SMALL QUARRY LAND: Members agreed that the item be deferred until the next
meeting of the parish council when Councillor Lee would be available to update the position.
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25.193. SPEED AWARENES UNIT REPAIRS: The clerk reported that the repaired unit was
stored in the Village Hall pending re-installation by Lancashire County Council Street
Lighting staff.

25.194. SPEEDING TRAFFIC: Members agreed that discussions on the subject be deferred
to the next meeting of the parish council.

25.195. ARNSIDE AND SILVERDALE NATIONAL LANDSCAPES CONTRIBUTION:
Members agreed that after further consideration the contribution from the parish council be
increased from the £500.00 agreed at the October 2025 meeting to £1000.00 for the current
year.

25.196. ERECTION OF 2025 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS: Members discussed the erection of the
Weir Christmas Lights and agreed that Pete Doey be asked to carry out the erection of the
lighting system with £250.00 to be allocated to the purchase of any damaged lights
replacements.

25.197. REVIEW OF PARISH LENGTHSMAN DUTIES: Members discussed the extent of
Parish Lengthsman responsibilities currently required and agreed that the offer of additional
help from Councillor Lee be accepted. The clerk was instructed to contact Pete Doey, our
current parish lengthsman to arrange a suitable working arrangement.

25.198. SPARROW PARK LITTER BIN: The clerk reported that the bin had been damaged
and because of its prominent position needed replacement. Members agreed that the clerk
report back to the next meeting of the parish council with the cost of a suitable replacement.

25.199. WARTON PARISH COUNCIL IT POLICY: Members considered the draft IT Policy
and agreed it be adopted for use after changes to sections 1,13 and 15.

25.200. COACH ROAD PROPERTY STONE DRESSING: Members considered a possible
infringement of planning requirements caused by the use of stone walling not considered to
be recognised local stone but agreed no further action be taken.

25.201. LOTTERY APPLICATION FOR ARNSIDE AND SILVERDALE NATIONAL
LANDSCAPE: Members noted the application.

25.202. ITEMS OF INFORMATION FROM MEMBERS: Councillor Senior reported that a
potential problem with movement of the pump to enable drainage of the catch pit on a
regular basis could be solved if a pathway could be installed from the pump storage shed to
the catch pit. This would involve agreement from RSPB for the access path to be
constructed over their land. Members agreed to give consideration.

25.203. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: There being no further business the
Chairman thanked Members for their attendance and participation and closed the meeting at
8.40pm. Members agreed that the next meeting of Warton Parish Council will be held at
7.30pm on Tuesday 2" December 2025 in the Village Hall.

ltems for inclusion in the meeting agenda should be notified to the clerk by Monday 24™
November 2025.

Chairman. ..o, Date......oovviii,



Minutes subject to agreement at the 2" December 2025 meeting of the Warton Parish
Council and until then are considered to be draft only.



