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MINUTES OF THE WARTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 3rd June 2025 in the Village Hall Warton.

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs J Cody, K Barkley, A Hilling,C Lee, W Muckle, F Senior and 
Mrs L Simmonds.

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr J W Ball – Clerk to Warton Parish Council. 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Apologies for absence were received from District Councillor
Mrs S Tyldesley. 

ADDRESS BY DR LESLEY SIMON – THE CONTROL THE BLEED CAMPAIGN

The address was delivered by Dr. Lesley Simon,Chair of Warton Crag W.I. She gave details 
of the national campaign mounted by Mrs Baird in response to the death of her son Daniel 
as a result of serious injuries caused by a knife attack. His death could have been averted if 
the appropriate anti bleed dressings had been available. £1750 had been raised by the 
Warton branch of the W.I. enough to purchase 4 anti bleed kits with secure cabinet storage 
about the village. It was proposed to install cabinets adjacent to the existing defibrillators at 
the Millhead site, the Sand bus stop, the Church Hall and Methodist Church. Erection of the 
cabinets would be arranged by the W.I. and enough funds would be available to maintain the 
installations for 5 years. Members agreed that cabinets be erected at the unit in Millhead and 
in the Sand Lane bus shelter. Permission to erect cabinets adjacent to the defibrillators on 
the Church Hall and Methodist Church would be needed from those site owners. Dr Simon 
agreed to make the necessary approaches. 

Members thanked Dr Simon for her presentation and pledged parish council support for the 
initiative.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST: No declarations of interest were made by Members present 
in relation to agenda items for this meeting. 

25.102. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the 
meeting held on the 6th May2025, having been previously circulated, be accepted as a true 
and accurate record of proceedings at the meeting and be signed as such by the Chairman 
subject to at 25.084b), the payment shown as £600.00 be amended to £60.00.

25.103. REPORT FROM THE CLERK CONCERNING MATTERS IN PROGRESS NOT 
ALREADY COVERED BY OTHER ITEMS ON THE AGENDA: The clerk reported that: i. A 
request had been received from the 5th/8th Kendal Scout Group for permission to carry out 
climbing instruction for scouts on the Small Quarry rock face. Appropriate insurance cover 
was available.
ii. The electric feed cover on the Millhead Bus Shelter was badly corroded and needed 
replacement.
iii. Electricity North West had forwarded documentation for completion prior to power supply 
disconnection at the Main Street Public Toilets.
iv. Notification of increased electricity and standing charges from 1st July 2025 had been 
received from Npower.

Other items had been notified to members as received.

The clerk was thanked for his report.
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THE CHAIRMAN ADJOURNED THE MEETING FOR A PERIOD OF PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION: 

No members of the public were present at the meeting and the clerk confirmed that no items 
had been raised in writing.
  
THE CHAIRMAN RECONVENED THE MEETING

25.104. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR MRS S TYLDESLEY: District Councillor 
Mrs Tyldesley was unable to attend the meeting as she was required to attend a Lancaster 
District Council meeting. She submitted a report outlining i changes to waste collection 
proceedings from April 2026, when current boxes would be replaced by 3 wheeled bins for 
paper and cardboard, other recyclable and other waste, with a separate caddy for waste 
food, the bins to be collected on a three week rota with waste food weekly ii. McDonalds 
Fast Food Restaurant had submitted a planning application (25/00562/FUL) for the 
establishment of a fast food facility adjacent to the Porche Garage in Carnforth.
  
District Councillor Mrs Tyldesley was thanked for her report and continued support.

25.105. STANDING ORDER 25: The clerk reported that no action under Standing Order 25 
had been necessary since the last meeting of the parish council.

25.106. PLANNING MATTERS: a) No planning applications had been submitted for review 
since the last meeting of the parish council. 

b) Members noted the current status of planning applications reviewed by members at 
previous meetings of the parish council as follows:

24/00948/VCN – Reviewed 1st October 2024 Meeting – Awaiting Decision
24/01160/ELDC – Reviewed 3rd December 2024 Meeting – Awaiting Decision
25/00360/FUL – Reviewed 6th May 2025 Meeting – Awaiting Decision

25.107. FINANCE: a) Members noted the financial summary for May 2025 as follows:

Opening Balance – All Accounts

                                                        Current Account    24678.20
                                                              Village Improvement Account   12847.66
                                                                             Investment Account     8058.47
                                                                 E & R Wilson Fund Account     839.13  46423.46

Opening Balance -   Current Account                                                                      24678.20

Receipts   
                                                                                                                                        NIL  
                                                                                                                                  24678.20
Payments
06.05.25 JW Ball – Salary                                                                          490.86 
06.05.25 T Oliver – Toilet Work – April                                                       135.00 
06.05.25 J W Ball – Reimbursement – aql domain charge                         132.00 
26.05.25 Lancs County Counc – Radar Unit Repairs                                 288.00
06.05.25 LALC – 2025 Membership Fee                                                    456.68
06.05.25 Virgin Money – Bank Charges                                                       10.20
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06.05.25 Zurich Municipal – 2025 Insurance Charges                              1719.48
06.05.25 CPRE – Membership Fees                                                             60.00
27.05.25 Npower – Toilet Electricity                                                              54.15   3346.37

Closing Balance Current Account                                                                           21331 .83

Closing Balances – All Accounts

                                                                            Current Account           21331.83
                                                       Village Improvement Account           12847.66
                                                                      Investment Account             8058.47
                                                            E&R Wilson Fund Account              839.13     43077.09

b) Members authorised and signed cheques for the following payments:- 

Thomas Oliver – Toilet Work May- £152.50 - 2411
Warton Village Hall – Warning Notices preparation - £20.00 – 2412
Mr G Marsh – Internal Audit Fee - £100.00 – 2413
GSC Grays – Potts Wood Picnic Site Rental - £1.00 – 2414
Willacy (Contractors) Ltd – 20mm Blinding - £55.92 – 2415
Councillor W Muckle – Travel Expenses – £59.20 - 2416 

c) Review of the 2024/2025 Financial Statements (AGAR)
The clerk discussed with Members the financial information covering the report by Mr Marsh, 
Internal Auditor to Warton Parish Council, the financial controls operated by the parish 
council and income and expenditure allocations. Members agreed the information provided 
by the clerk as responsible officer and were signed as correct by the Chairman. The clerk 
advised members that until the external audit of the statements had been carried out, agreed 
and signed off by PKF Littlejohn LLP they should be considered as draft only. Members 
agreed that the period of Exercise of Public Rights be from Monday 9th June 2025 to Friday 
18th July 2025 (30 working days). The period dates to be displayed on the Warton Parish 
Council Website and notice boards.

d) 2025/2026 Budget Funding. 
Members agreed that if required, additional funding to the £29104 already allocated to 
budget headings could be drawn down from the Village Improvement Account holding of 
£12640. 

25.108. LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MICRO WOOD INITIATIVE: The clerk reported 
that Ian Wright, Lancashire County Council Community Engagement Officer (Treescapes) 
was preparing an application for funding to cover the purchase of suitable fruit trees for 
planting on the Little Weir.

25.109. GARDNER ROAD CATCHPIT REPAIRS: The clerk reported no further information 
was available from Lancashire County Council covering the repairs to the river sluice gates. 
Councillor Barkley confirmed that the pump did not need relocating at the present time. 

25.110. WEIR PLAYGROUND SAFETY REPORT & RISK ASSESSMENT: Councillor Lee 
reported that the preparation of safety notices was ongoing and that the repairs to the path 
and manhole surround had been completed.
Councillor Simmonds agreed to seek alternative supplies for the woodchip surfacing 
required to complete the refurbishment of the play area.
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25.111. CONTROL THE BLEED CAMPAIGN: Members agreed to support the initiative.

25.112. SMALL QUARRY WOOD DEVELOPMENT: The clerk reported that Ian Wright, 
Lancashire County Council Community Engagement Officer (Treescape) had confirmed that 
the development would qualify for funding from the UU Sustainable Water Fund with a 
meeting with the company scheduled for today (3rd June 2025). Martin Elliott of the British 
Mountaineering Council had agreed to survey the cliff face and vegetation for safety issues. 
Councillor Lee reported that felling work on diseased trees had continued and that part of the 
cleared area would be ideal for use as a picnic area, with furniture bat and owl boxes to be 
made using wood from the larger felled trees. He suggested a notice be prepared for 
erection on site to publicise the development as ‘Small Quarry regeneration and Community 
Outdoor Space’. £2400 would be required to complete the work planned with £800.00 
already paid with a further £700.00 for hire of a wood chipper and £900.00 for contingencies. 

25.113. SMALL QUARRY LAND RENTAL: Members agreed to hold a private meeting with 
Mr Wallbank at 7.00pm prior to the July scheduled meeting. Members requested the clerk to 
research the cost of valuation of the land in question and confirmation that in view of the 
status of the land the parish council would be allowed to negotiate a sale.

25.114. LANCASHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST DONATION: The clerk reported that he had been 
informed that the annual cost of corporate membership of the Trust was £400 per annum. 
Members decided that in view of expenditure already planned for the 2025/2026 financial 
year it would not be possible to make a donation to the Trust. The clerk was instructed to 
inform the Lancashire Wildlife Trust accordingly.

25.115. SPEEDING TRAFFIC. Members instructed the clerk to contact Hugo Bar, Sales 
Manager, Elan City for advice on extraction of information reports from our Speed 
Awareness Units. 

25.116. MAIN STREET PUBLIC TOILET ELECTRICITY COSTS: The clerk reported he had 
contacted Electricity North West and had received information covering disconnection 
procedure. Arrangements were in hand to complete the action required by the parish council. 

25.117. SPEED AWARENESS UNIT REPAIRS: The clerk reported that he would confirm 
with Lancashire County Council Street Lighting that payment had been made and request 
urgent action.

25.118. MEMORIAL REQUEST: Councillor Senior reported that a request had been 
received from Warton Play School for permission to plant a rose bush in Sparrow Park as a 
memorial to a young mother who had died suddenly. Members agreed to the request.

25.119. WILD FLOWER PLANTING: Councillor Barkley reported a village resident had 
been responsible for planting wild flower seeds along grass verges in the village, 
undertaking the initiate without any financial help. Members agreed that the resident be 
asked to continue  the planting with seeds purchased by the parish council. The clerk was 
instructed to make the necessary arrangements. 
 
25.120. ITEMS OF INFORMATION FROM MEMBERS: i. Councillor Mrs Simmonds 
reported that St Oswalds Church members planned to walk to the Warton Crag Beacon on 
8th June 2025. Because the walk was independent of the parish council and not as part of a 
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parish council initiative the walkers could not be covered by the parish council insurance 
provision. 

25.121. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: There being no further business the 
Chairman thanked Members for their attendance and participation and closed the meeting at 
9.05pm. Members agreed that the next meeting of Warton Parish Council will be held at 
7.30pm on Tuesday 1st July 2025 in the Village Hall, proceeded by a private meeting at 
7.00pm.

Items for inclusion in the meeting agenda should be notified to the clerk by Monday 23rd 
June 2025.

Chairman…………………………………….  Date………………………..

Minutes subject to agreement at the 1st July 2025 meeting of the Warton Parish Council and 
until then are considered to be draft only.


